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ConventionSouth Announces Its Readers’ Choice Awards 

~Newport News Tourism is among the recipients selected to receive the honor~   
 

 Newport News, VA, Feb. 12, 2018 – Newport News Tourism was among 21 

winners selected in the Virginia and D.C. area for a Readers’ Choice Award, presented 

annually by ConventionSouth magazine.  

 In early October, Newport News Tourism was notified by associate publisher 

Ashleigh Osborne that it had been nominated for a ConventionSouth Reader’s Choice 

Award. Prior to the notification, ConventionSouth had asked meeting professionals to 

nominate the meeting sites they thought provided exemplary service for meetings and 

events held during the year. After identifying the South’s top venues, the nominated 

sites were compiled and placed on an online ballot, where meeting professionals and 

those associated with the meetings industry were asked to vote for the best of the best.  

 Voting began Oct. 2 and continued through midnight Oct. 15. After more than 

6,000 readers and fans voted, an elite list of the Top 300 meeting sites and destinations 

in the South were compiled from 16 states, plus Washington, D.C. The 2017 recipients of 

the magazine’s Readers’ Choice Awards included convention centers, hotels, special 

event venues, and CVBs throughout the South.  

 “We received a record level of input from ConventionSouth readers and fans in 

determining this year’s top meeting sites and meeting organizations in the South,” said 

publisher J. Talty O’Connor. “The prestigious recognition is all the more valuable 

because it comes from top meeting professionals from throughout the U.S. who hold 

events in the South.” 

 ConventionSouth’s 2017 Readers’ Choice Awards are listed in spotlighted boxes 

throughout the December 2017 issue, dubbed “The AWARDS Issue,” one of the most 

highly valued issues to meeting planners. In the Virginia and DC area, the award 

winners included: 

 

 Arlington Convention & Visitors Service 

 Charlottesville Albemarle CVB 

 Chesapeake Conference Center 

 Chesapeake CVB 

 Destination DC 

 The Colonial Williamsburg Resort 
Collection 

 Great Wolf Lodge Williamsburg 

 Greater Richmond Convention Center 

 Hampton CVB 

 Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center 

 Lansdowne Resort 

 The National Conference Center 

 Newport News Tourism 

 The Omni Homestead 

 Salamander Resort & Spa 

 Stafford County Tourism 

 Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference 
Center 

 Visit Fairfax 

 Visit Norfolk 

 Westin Crystal City 

 Wytheville CVB



 

 

 

ConventionSouth presented Newport News Tourism with a certificate, noting it received the 2017 

Readers’ Choice Award, “as selected by meeting planners for exhibiting excellence, creativity and 

professionalism in the meetings and conventions industry.”  It was signed by Marcia Bradford, Senior 

Editor, and Ashleigh Osborne, associate publisher. 

 

As a meetings industry magazine for southern states, ConventionSouth keeps meeting planners up-

to-date with destination profiles, meeting news, trade show venue information, meeting planner 

profiles and more. It is published by Covey Communications Corp., a 35-year-old company 

responsible for numerous nationally-distributed magazines for targeted markets. Covey also 

publishes SportsEvents, the magazine for planners of all types of sports events held throughout the 

United States. 
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